Introduced by Council Member Johnson: 

RESOLUTION 2011-195
A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE WEEK OF APRIL 10-16, 2011 AS VICTIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, 20 million Americans are victims of crime each year and each crime affects many more, including families, friends and communities; and


WHEREAS, crime exacts an emotional, physical, psychological, and financial toll on victims as they have lost loved ones, life savings, physical and mental health and often their sense of security that has the potential to irrevocably change the course of their lives forever; and


WHEREAS, more than 30 years of progress for crime victims stands on the shoulders of dedicated advocates and brave victims who overcame shame, isolation, and indifference to gain a voice, rights and respect; and 


WHEREAS, we applaud the progress that our nation has made in recognizing crime's impact on victims and celebrate advocates and survivors who through their determination brought rights and resources for victims and have changed the course of history; and


WHEREAS, while victim assistance programs across the country are reaching more victims and criminal justice officials are honoring victims' rights more consistently, public understanding of victims' rights remains minimal, and our nation's victim services system remains fragmented, underfunded, and uncoordinated; and


WHEREAS, more work remains to be done to address the mental health impact of crime, and to meet the needs of victims of non-violent crime, victims of terrorism, and other underserved victims; and


WHEREAS, our history teaches us that, by working together, we can help victims of crime reshape their destinies and ensure that they receive the support they need, the respect they deserve, and the rights they have earned; and


WHEREAS, National Crime Victims' Rights Week, April 10-16, 2011, provides an opportunity for us to reshape the future for victims by honoring the past and reflecting on hard-won victories, and to recommit to working together to insist on better treatment for victims to help them overcome the harm caused by crime; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby designates the week of April 10-16, 2011, as Jacksonville's Crime Victims' Rights Week, and honors and commends all crime victims, victim advocates, and victim-serving agencies for their tireless efforts to restore the dignity, sense of justice, and peace of mind of crime victims in our city.  The City Council does further urge Jacksonville's citizens to participate in the activities scheduled for the week and to become better informed about the issues facing crime victims.

Section 2. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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